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Experience in Kenya with the System of Rice 
Intensification (SRI) in the Context of Water 
Scarcity and Climate Stresses

Bancy Mati is director of the Water Research and Resource Center (WARREC) 
at Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology in Nairobi, where 
she is a professor of land and water management within the department of 
Biomechanical and Environmental Engineering. She holds a PhD degree in 
Rural Land Use and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) from Cranfield 
University, in the UK, a MSc in Land and Water Management , and a BSc in 
Agricultural Engineering from the University of Nairobi. 

Prof. Mati has served previously as executive director of IMAWESA network 
supported by IWMI for Improved Management of Agricultural Water 
in Eastern and Southern Africa. She has been the leading force behind 
introduction and evaluation of the System of Rice Intensification (SRI) in 
Kenya, starting with the Mwea irrigation scheme with remarkable success. 
With support from the National Irrigation Board, she has been training 
thousands of farmers also in the Ahero, Bunyala, West Kano and South West 
Kano irrigation schemes.  

 Co-sponsored by SRI-Rice and the Institute of African Development (IAD) 


